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Ms. Kapila has worked for over two decades in development research and policy in Asia and Africa. She is the Chairperson of Kenya Gatsby Trust (KGT), a charitable trust for SME development supported by the Sainsbury family trusts of UK. She was a Resource Person to the international Commission for Legal Empowerment of the Poor (2006-2008). As a Senior Programme Specialist at the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), she led multi-country research on business development services methodologies and co-edited the findings into the book Building Businesses with Small Producers (2002). 
From 2002 to present, she has worked in an advisory capacity with UNHABITAT, the World Bank, UNICEF, UNIFEM, UNDP, SIDA, DANIDA, IDRC, CIDA, DFID as well as several governments and NGOs. Ms. Kapila is currently developing a youth strategy with UNHABITAT. In previous work with the agency, she has developed policy principles for improving the access of urban youth to shelter; conducted a 22 country survey on the status of urban policies and programs; and written on the role of civil society in mobilizing finances for slum upgrading.
For the International Labour Organization, Ms. Kapila has recently done an analysis of best practice in upgrading informal small and micro enterprises and for the Private Sector Donors Group, assessed the impact of the 2008 post-election violence on Kenyan small business. In India, she was the Research Director for the Centre for Science and Environment in the 1980s and for IDRC, managed several projects on entrepreneurs’ access to new technologies over 1998-2001. 
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· 2008. “ Strategic Interventions for Empowering Women’s Businesses”, Fundacion Mujeres, Las Palmas, Spain. 

· 2007. The World Export Development Forum. “Exporting for Success: Finding the Right Focus”, The World Trade Organization and the International Trade Center, Montreaux, Switzerland. 

